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quarters. The fathers now sought to draw Abenaki
converts to Sillery, and later to St. Francis de Sales,
at the falls of the Chaudiere, which soon became al-
most exclusively an Abenaki mission.

In 1688, Father Bigot, of this mission, again en-
tered the field of the Kennebec, at the same time that
Rev. Peter Thury, a priest of the Quebec Seminary,
opened a mission on the Penobscot, and the Récol-
let F. Simon gathered a flock at Medoktek, near the
mouth of the St. John. They were in time aided
and succeeded by others: the Jesuits being Julian
Binneteau, Joseph Awubery, Peter de la Chasse,
Stephen Lauverjeat, Loyard, and Sebastian Rale;
the death of Rale, the greatest of them all, at the
hands of New England partisans in the border strife
of 1724, is a familiar incident in American history.
Jesuits succeeded to the Penobscot mission in 1703,
and with great zeal, but amid continual hardships
and discouragements, carried on the principal work
among the Abenakis until the downfall of New
France in 1763. The majority of the Kennebec con-
verts, however, emigrated to the mission of St. Fran-
cis de Sales, and from there frequently went forth
upon avenging expeditions against the New England
borderers.

II. THE MONTAGNAIS MISSION.

This was centered at Tadoussac, and ministered to
the Montagnais, Bersiamites, Porcupines, Oumaniwek,
Papinachois, and other tribes of the Lower St. Law-
rence and the Saguenay. Tadoussac had, from the
earliest historic times, been a favorite harbor and
trading-station for the French; for, being at the
junction of two great rivers, it was convenient as a



